Libraries Canada

“Libraries Canada (former title Directory of Libraries in Canada) is
comprised of 6,617 entries categorized within 5 sections: Public
Libraries; College and University Libraries; Special Libraries; Library
Services and Resources; and Library Associations and Groups. It also
contains six indexes: Entry Name Index; Archive Index; Government
Libraries Index; Location Index; Personnel Index; and Subject Index.
Its two appendixes consist of: a Directory of Special Collections of
Research Value in Canadian Libraries and Depository Libraries of
Canadian government information. The Introductory Material section
contains a sample entry; list of abbreviations; “Library and Archives
Canada 2017-2018 Departmental Plan”; “the State of Digital
Publishing in Canada 2016; “Are You Still Listening: Audio Book
Use in Canada 2016”; “2015 Canadian Public Library Statistics”; and
“Federal Government Library Closures and Changes.” Each of the
chapters representing a type of library is arranged alphabetically by
provinces and regions. The chapter on library services and resources
is arranged alphabetically by type of resource (e.g., periodicals) and
also contains a list of e-libraries and a calendar of events. The section
Library Associations, Consortia & Groups is arranged alphabetically
and includes a list of regional library systems arranged by province.
Each library entry contains name, address, telephone number, fax,
email, URL, National Library Symbol, when founded, hours,
acquisitions budget, special collections, services, subjects covered,
number of personnel, and library administrators. Libraries Canada is
an essential source for libraries of Canada and for larger research
collections in the United States. It should be included in Library
and Information Science collections in the United States and
Canada. Highly recommended.”

-ARBA, 2018
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Libraries Canada

Reviews

“The front matter for Libraries Canada (formerly the Directory of Libraries in Canada)
includes an introduction, sample entry, and list of abbreviations. Additionally, there
are statistical rankings of libraries by hours of service, annual in-person visits, annual
circulation, materials expenditure, and hours per capita. Also included are the Executive
Summary report commissioned by EBOUND, a not-for-profit agency assisting Canadian
publishers “in developing and supporting digital publishing programs” and the report
“Guaranteeing Library Access to ‘All” Expression: 2014 Survey of Challenges to
Resources and Policies in Canadian Libraries,” by Alvin M. Schrader and Donna
Bowman... Each entry includes: name of library; address; telephone/fax/TTY'; email and
URL address; Canadian Library Symbol; regional system; year founded; hours; notes
(information about access policies, etc.); special collections; subjects covered; services;
equipment; and key personnel (including names director and department heads and
number of total employees). Listings for each category of library are arranged
alphabetically by province. There is some variation in arrangement in each category:
public libraries are listed alphabetically by province then by regional system, with
branches listed alphabetically under their central branch; college and university libraries
are listed alphabetically by province; and special libraries are listed in six subcategories
(e.g., Government, Health) and arranged alphabetically by province. The Library Services
& Resources section is a directory of book wholesalers; periodicals; subscription
agencies; and e-libraries; the Library Associations, Consortia & Groups section is a
directory of these specific agencies. Additionally appendixes include a "Directory of
Special Collections of Research Value in Canadian Libraries” (listed by name of
collection and includes location, description, access policies, and holdings) and a
directory of "Depository Libraries of Canadian Government Information.” Also included
are six indexes—entry name, archive, government libraries, location, personnel, and
subject. Libraries Canada is highly recommended to libraries supporting a program
in Library and Information Science and should also be purchased by larger public
and academic library collections.”

- ARBA
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